DRINKING PROBLEMS INDEX

To score the DPI, we count the number of affirmative responses to individual
items. Specifically, we first re-code the response scale from O (never) to 4 (often).
Next, we assign one point to each item whose value ranges from 1 to 4. However,
because becoming high and drinking to forget are mild drinking problem criteria, we
assign one point to these items (a and 0) only if they have a value of 3 or 4. We then
sum the points over the items.

The DPI has high internal consistency and is associated in predictable ways with
the quantity of alcohol consumption. You are welcome to use the DPI in your project
and to make copies of it for this purpose. Please be sure to include the copyright notice
on all reprinted copies of the Inventory. If you wish to adapt or change the DPI for your
study, please write us for permission.




